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Newsletter: November — December 2025
Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we come to the end of another very
busy and rewarding half term, | am
delighted to reflect on the wonderful
learning experiences, community events
and festive celebrations that have taken
place in Presentation Primary School over
the past two months. It has truly been a
half term full of learning, friendship and

joy.
Learning and Wellbeing

Our 6th Class thoroughly enjoyed a block
of cycling lessons with Ray and Tina.
These sessions supported the girls in
developing confidence, safety awareness
and important life skills, and were very
well received by all involved.

From 10th—14th November we marked
Anti-Bullying Week. During this time,
pupils learned about our school Bi
Cinealta Policy, which promotes kindness,
respect and inclusion. The children also
engaged with their own child-friendly
version of the policy, which clearly
outlines how to Be Kind and what to do if
they experience or witness bullying
behaviour. We are very proud of the
thoughtful discussions and learning that
took place during this important week.

School and Community Events

On 20th November, our 3rd and 4th
Classes travelled to the SETU Arena for
their first rehearsal for this year’s Peace
Proms concert. The girls are extremely
excited and are looking forward to their
performance on 25th January.

We celebrated Presentation Day on 21st
November, where the children learned
about Nano Nagle, founder of the
Presentation Sisters, and her inspirational
legacy. The staff were also very grateful
for the delicious treats kindly shared by
our wonderful neighbours in the convent.

On 27th November, we were delighted to
host a football blitz on the new astro
facility. We welcomed pupils from the
Sisters of Charity, Lisronagh NS, Clerihan
NS and Grange NS. Our 3rd Class
represented the school with great
enthusiasm and sportsmanship, and a
fantastic day was enjoyed by all.

On 30th November, our 6th Class
celebrated their Confirmation Enrolment
Ceremony. The girls now look forward to
continuing their preparation for
Confirmation, which will take place on
12th March 2026.

Christmas Celebrations

December was an exceptionally busy and
joyful month in our school.

On 1st December, we were honoured to be
invited to Clonmel to perform and switch
on the Christmas lights. Almost 80 pupils
from our choir and traditional music group
delighted the audience with festive songs
and tunes. A special mention goes to Ciara
O’Diriscoll (6th Class) and Séan Johnson
(Junior Infants), who had the very
important role of turning on the Christmas
lights.

Our Junior Infants, Senior Infants and
DLD classes enjoyed a trip to the Minella
Hotel for the Christmas performance of All
I Want for Christmas Is a Hippopotamus,
while our 6th Class travelled to Loreto
Secondary School to attend their matinee
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performance of Matilda Junior, which they
thoroughly enjoyed.

On 11th December, our 3rd and 4th
Classes were invited to Presentation
Secondary School for Presmas. The girls
loved participating in the Christmas
activities and markets and had the
opportunity to do some shopping. We
sincerely thank Presentation Secondary
School for their warm invitation and
hospitality.

Throughout December, our pupils took to
the stage for a number of Christmas
performances and shows. We are
extremely proud of all our students for
their confidence and enthusiasm. Sincere
thanks to our teachers for the time and care
taken in preparing the children for these
performances.

On 17th December, our 5th and 6th
Classes performed Christmas songs in AIB
in aid of the Local Wheelchair Society.
The girls enjoyed it so much they
performed the songs twice! Thank you to
everyone who came along to support this
wonderful cause.

Today, we celebrated Christmas Jumper
Day, raising vital funds for St Vincent de
Paul. Thank you to everyone that sent
donations today. If any donations have
yet to be sent to school, please do so
tomorrow.

We also held our Christmas Hamper Raffle
today, with 13 lucky winners. Well done to
all involved. Thanks to the raffle and sales
of our Christmas cards, we have raised an
incredible €3,500, which will be used to
purchase new literacy and science
resources for the school. Thank you for
your generosity and, in particular, to our

Parents’ Association for organising the
hampers.

Important Notices

e Tomorrow, 19th December:
School will finish at 12.15pm
sharp.

Children are invited to wear festive
clothing or pyjamas for our
Christmas movie morning and may
bring a small treat to school.

e At the beginning of this half term,
we welcomed our new secretary,
Lynda, to Presentation Primary
School. She has settled into her
role wonderfully, and we are
delighted to have her as part of our
school community.

e Tomorrow we will also say
goodbye to our caretaker Séan
Prendergast, who is retiring after
10 years of dedicated service to our
school. We thank Séan sincerely
for all he has done and wish him
every happiness in his retirement.
We look forward to welcoming our
new caretaker, Michael Ryan, on
5th January.

Upcoming Dates for Your Diary

« Monday, 5th January: School
reopens for all pupils.

e Tuesday, 13th January: Red
Kettle Drama performance for all
classes.

e Sunday, 25th January 2026:
Peace Proms Concert for 3rd and
4th Classes.

e Sunday, 25th January 2026: 2nd
Class Do This in Memory Mass at
10.30am.

e Tuesday, 27th January: School
Closure Day for all pupils — staff
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training in the new Primary
Curriculum Framework.

e Monday, 26th — Friday, 30th
January: Catholic Schools Week.

Closing Message

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank you all for your
continued support and cooperation
throughout the year. On behalf of the staff
and Board of Management, | wish you and
your families a very happy and peaceful
Christmas, and best wishes for 2026.

Kind regards,

Tanya O’Brien
Principal
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